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Future  Farmland
a new cultivated landscape in the context of the struggling farming industry 
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Denmark has traditionally been an agricultural country. Today, farmed 
land occupy 62 % of the danish land and 86 % of Lolland. 
Consequently living in the countryside means living in a pig producing 
industry: Miles of fields, industrial buildings and patches of trees. 
But though soil in Denmark is very fertile, the farmers are struggling. 
Competition is hard on international markets selling conventional produce. 
Consequences of the structure of the industry is fixing farmers in a position 
where they can not afford to convert their farm into a profitable business, 
and political solutions are pointing in the direction of polluting more. 
The Future Farmland project has developed a new vision for the farming 
industry in the specific context of the area north of Maribo, Lolland, 
building on the existing municipal strategy of strengthening tourism. 
Suggesting a new configuration of land use the project introduce different 
types of crops creating a production landscape with a higher degree 
of spatial qualities and a variation of experiences together with an 
infrastructure that makes the area accessible for the tourists as well as 
inhabitants.
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land use of denmark
land use of lolland

86 % farming

9 % forest

1 % open nature, biotopes, lakes & streams
4 % urban areas

62 % farming

14% forest

14% open nature

10% urban areas
2.5% lakes & streams

2.5% biotopes
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tourism - nights spent in region of sealand operaing profit - conventional & organic farming
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

dead fiordsoxygen depletionpolluted drinking water

unused farmbuildings coop movement?profitable organic farming

POTENTIALS

There is environmental issues of the farming industry as it functions today. 
Polluted water will be an issue due to the use of pesticides and make it very 
costly for the danish citizens because of the cleansing process of the drinking 
water. 
Oxygen depletion in the water streams because of nitrates and phosphorus 
used as fertilizer in the farming industry. Which again is lead into the fiords, 
where this is also an issue, because plants and fish dies.

One of the potentials of the future of danish farming is the conversion to 
organic farming, that is more profitable than conventional farming, and doesnt 
polute. 
The other is all the square meters of unused farm buildings, that could be reu-
sed for other purposes. 
There is possibilities in the ideas of the cooperative movement, that historically 
has been a solution for a farm crisis. Though the situation is completely diffe-
rent today, the principles might be translated to match today’s challenges.
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Mapping of Lolland

- Largest towns on Lolland. All the towns except Maribo has a declining number 
of inhabitants. 

- The chosen site North of Maribo is chosen due to the centrality of infra-
structure of Lolland. THe train to Nakskov runs through, as well as the highway 
connecting sealand to the rest of Europe. 

- Rising sea levels, one meter per layer. This shows which areas will be in trouble 
in the future unless dykes are extensively established. 

- The coastal zone line shows the border of the coastal zone, where it is not 
permitted to built, unless the government gives the project dispensation. 

- The hatch for Drinking Water Resources shows areas of interest in relation to 
drinking water, where the groundwater is used for drinking. These areas are 
vulnerable to use of pesticides that will pollute the groundwater. Municipali-
ties often have an interest in establishing forest on these areas to secure their 
drinking water supply. 

- The Tourism Development areas are pointed out in the latest municipal plan 
as places of development in relation to tourism. Bandholm, which is the small 
town by the coast in the site of Future Farmland, is chosen to be one of the 
tourism towns in Lolland municipality. 
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The site chosen is this area between Maribo and Bandholm. Maribo lake is a 
nature reserve for birds. The area mainly consist of farmed land where sugar 
roes, wheat, rye and rape seeds are produced and then patches of forest. 

On the following pages there is pictures of the area showing the landscape, the 
presence of water and the building mass. 
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INTENSIVE FARMING

CONTEMPORARY RURALISM ACCESSIBLE RURALISM 

TOURISM PROPOSAL
FUTURE FARMLAND

Production landscape with monotonous 
spatial qualities and little accessibility

Tourist facilities in coastal areas Combining a varied accessible production 
landscape with tourism development in the 

unused space of the farming industry 

Concept
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B&B

B&B

picnic

bird o.

The area of the possible 
cooperative is chosen

The land owners that are 
interested join in. The land 
not part of the coop (the 

white) 

The plan of the area is 
developed, though not all 
land in the area is in the 
coop. The path system is 

manly placed in the border 
between landowners

what if not everyone wants to join?

Subsidies from state for reforestation, 
convertion to organic farming 
& rural districts development

In return higher nature qualities raises 
the value of land an proporties, develops 

the tourism industry and increases tax

Funding from local water 
suppliers. Reforestation and 
organic farming secures the 

groundwater, and the supplier still 
have access to clean water

COOPERATIVE 
LOLLAND

Individual farmer can develop 
small side businesses in 

relation to tourism, e.g. B&B

The individual farmer has left 
over farm buildings 

Piece of land is becoming a 
part of the Cooperative

The collected land is developed, 
creating a destination

B&B

B&B

B&B

picnic

bird o.

Farmland of the chosen area 
is ”sold” in exchange for stocks 

in the cooperative

Profits from the produce 
divided between share 

holders

Banks provide loans with 
the land as security

$

$
$

$

Planning with Cooperative LollandCooperative lolland
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DYREHAVEN THY NATIONAL PARKMOLS BJERGE NATIONAL PARKLANDSCHAFTSPARK 
DUISBURG-NORD

EMSCHER PARK

FUTURE FARMLAND

1 km 5 km

REGIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN

DANISH NATURE CONSERVATION 

NATURE-LEISURE PARKS

PRODUCTION PARK

CASA DE CAMPO

Definition; Park.
an area of land, usually in a largely natural state, for the en-
joyment of the public, having facilities for rest and recreation, 
often owned, set apart, and managed by a city, state, or nation. 
- Dictionary.com

Definition; National Park. 
an area of scenic beauty, historical importance, or the like, 
owned and maintained by a national government for the use of 
the people. - Dictionary.com

Future farmland places it self in a context of national parks and 
parks for recreation. The future farm land is situated on a large 
piece of land, with a changing degree of recreational activities. 
The project differs from the parks and national parks by being 
a mosaic of different landowners and public spaces, semi public 
spaces to private spaces. 

What is the project comparable  with? 
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LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES ORGANIZATIONAL  STRATEGIES

The strategy of the project is divided into 6; 
3 Landscaping strategies and 3 organizational strategies. 

The Landscaping Strategies

Forest belt
The area where forest is planned is on the basis of soil conditions,and the area 
is creating a green loop, connecting Maribo to Bandholm and the sea. 

Production Landscape
This area is also planned on the basis on the soil conditions. Each type of pro-
duce is planned in order to local conditions: Eg. Apple orchards are placed in 
shelter for wind, energy willow are placed on lower areas that tends to flood.

Water
Using existing water streams and connecting them to create a stream that 
flows from the lake to the sea. Some lowlands are made into small lakes. 

Organizational Strategies

Three Zones
On the basis of mapping out places of interest the strategy creates three zones 
in the area. The zone near Maribo is called Transition to nature, The zone 
around the the small town of Østofte is called Learning in Nature, and the Zone 
around Bandholm is called Leisure in Nature. 

The zones are defined by the existing conditions, and are created to focus the 
main use of the particular area. 
The Transition to nature is a zone where the residents as well as tourists can en-
ter the nature. Here you can rent bikes and kayaks, and get information about 
the area. 
Learning in nature mainly caters to the residents of that area, where the com-
munity center and school is anchors of the town and development.
Leisure in nature is the most touristy zone, where the recreational activities are 
the core, such as fishing, horseback riding and kayaking. 

Infrastructure
The strategy deals with the existing infrastructure, and the path system is laid 
out in relation to the access points provided by the existing train stations and 
highways. 

Designate Possibilities
Designating public spots in relation to existing facilities and a variation of the 
new farm land. About 40 % of the farm buildings are highlighted here, to show 
the possibilities of the development of the unused farm buildings. 
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THE FOREST LOOP

PRODUCTION FOREST GRAZING FOREST OUTDOOR RECREATION FOREST

PRODUCTION FOREST

DECIDUOUS TREESEVERGREEN TREES MIXED FOREST 

GRAZING FOREST

NEW PLANTED FOREST EXISTING FOREST

NEW MATURE FOREST EXISTING FOREST

OUTDOOR RECREATION

ACCESSIBILITY (PATHS) RECREATIONAL FACILITIESCLEARINGS

The forest loop will be a connected planted forest that integrate 
production, grazing and recreation. 
The three types of use will be overlapping. 

FOREST LOOP



2928

OAK 

-light tree specie
-hardwood

-tolerant to all soil types
-thrives on rich and moist soil

RED ALDER

- light tree specie
- hardwood 

-tolerant to most soil types 
-grow well in wet areas and 

marshlands
-often used as nurse tree

BIRCH

-light tree specie
-hardwood 

-tolerant to most soil types
-fast growing shot lived 

-Important in grazing forest
-due to pollen less suitable near 

cities 

LINDEN TREE 

-shade tree specie
-softwood

- ideal for heavy soil and 
relatively poorly drained soil
-Important in grazing forest 

SCOTCH PINE

-light tree specie
- softwood

-tolerant to most soil types 
-tolerant to storm

-suitable near coast
 

TYPES OF TREES

Lowlands where it tends to flood

Poorly drained soil

Type of soil

Wind conditions

LOCAL CONDITIONS

When placing the right type of plants it is important to know 
the basic site conditions. Opposite is an array of species that 
are suitable for growing in the site. 

FOREST LOOP
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Visualization of shelter in young forest

FOREST LOOP
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Energi willow is placed on low lands, where 
the soil is wet and it tends to flood

The different types of produce is disbursed to 
create a large degree of variation travelling 
through the area

Fruit tree plantations are placed in shelter 
for wind, and spread out to ensure stability 
against local issues such as hail storms. 

Different types of produce are placed on the 
basis of plots and ownership

PRODUCTION

The different kind of crops are placed on the site in accordan-
ce to the conditions of the site and plot owners. 
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production landscapes

PRODUCTION
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PRINCIPALS OF THE PLACEMENT

opening piped streams

connecting existing streams

WATER
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water stream trough forest

WATER
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LEARNING IN NATURETRANSITION TO NATURE LEISURE IN NATURE

observatory
bird

bikes

lake
bath

info

fruit

camping

picnic

forest
daycare

picnic

build & 
play

school
garden

observatory
bird

kayaking

fishing

mtb
track

riding
horseback

picnic

transition to nature learning in nature leisure in nature

THREE ZONES
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Transition to nature Learning in nature Leisure in  nature

THREE ZONES
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forest loop path follow the water path secondary paths

placement of paths

Local routes are a secondary route 
system, with loops that are 5-10 km 

long. The local routes are placed in the 
landscape to ensure a varied experi-

ence of the land and it’s spatial qualities

The forest loop is the longest route, and 
about 47 km long.

Follow the water is a 16 km long route, 
and can easily be walked within a day 

The changing paths systems has a 
wayfinding concept of a recognisable 

recurrable colour

The paths are placed in divisions 
between plots 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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INFRASTRUCTURE
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Public spots are placed along the path 
system

DESIGNATE 
POSSIBILITIES
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public spot - bird observatory

DESIGNATE 
POSSIBILITIES
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The overall plan 1:20.000 in A0
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Three zoom ins 
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FOREST

PRODUCTION LAND

DESIGNATE POSSIBILITIES

WATER

THREE ZONES

INFRASTRUCTURE

PHASE ONE PHASE TWO PHASE THREE PHASE FOUR

fast growing forest is 
established creating a 
narrow connection to the 
existing forests. 

Reforestation is expanding Existing vegetation is used 
as nurse trees for new 
slower growing trees

The full tree loop is 
established

The new landuse expands 
in accordance to 
strategical spots, such as 
popular public spots and 
open farms

New use of land expands. New use of land expands. 

The large path in the 
forest loop is established

The large path in the 
forest loop is established

The rest of the path system 
is established, taking the 
development into 
consideration, such as 
farms, public spots and 
more 

The main stream is 
established, by connecting 
existing streams

The stream system 
expands

Possibly the stream is 
broaden to make the 
stream large enough for 
kayaking

Lakes are established on 
lowlands

Transition to nature is the 
first zone to get developed 
with focus on informing 
tourists and inhabitants 
about the nature

Relating to other initiatives 
the municipality creates 
small public spot, such as 
benches, shelters, bird 
observatories. 

Depending on the local 
farmers small businesses 
are growing in unused 
buildings. 

The local businesses 
expands, creating a 
growing amount of offers. 
The public spaces are 
places strategically, on 
basis of where the 
development is happening

The local businesses 
expands, creating a 
growing amount of offers. 
The public spaces are 
places strategically, on 
basis of where the 
development is happening

Secondly the Leisure in 
nature zone is developed. 
Focus on initiatives of new 
small businesses, tourist 
information and new 
public spots.

As the new land takes 
form the Learning in 
nature zone takes form. 
The development is very 
dependend on the 
inhabitants of Nørreballe 
and Østofte, but the 
municipality will also play 
a part by designating 
public spots. 

All zones are established 
and the functions in each 
zone is growing

New production land is 
established in layers off 
the forest

Local routes are marked 
by simple wayfinding 
system

b&b

b&b

b&b

b&b

b&b

camping

The Project will be conducted in phases, is in diagram 



6564



6766

Webpages

http://www.dlsyd.dk 
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